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fair terms   to an enemy defeated   on   the   field   of
battle.
In the meantime there was the problem of getting
British subjects out of France. There were big queues
at the Consulates of all the western ports, Bordeaux,
Nantes, St. Nazake and St. Jean de Luz. British liners
on the way home were told to stand by off various
small harbours along the coast, where it was hoped they
would not be discovered by German bombers. As the
liners arrived the British were sent on board by tender,
as were also a number of French people. From the
point of view of journalism it was one's duty to remain
in France and report how matters developed, as some
correspondents did. But many of us felt that with the
defeat of France an early attempt might be made to
invade Great Britain, and that it was time to get back
to do what one could to help to repel any such attempts.
The British Embassy arranged for journalists on Monday,
June 17, to embark on the S.S. Madura, which was
lying off Le Verdon, north of Bordeaux. German
bombers were searching for all boats lying off the coast
embarking British troops and civilians. It was that
same afternoon, to the north of where we ky, at St
Nazaire, that they sank the Cunard-White Star Lm-
castria, carrying 6,000 British troops, of whom nearly
4,000 were lost. A number of bombs fell near the
S.S. Madura, but none hit us though the German wireless
announced that we had been suck, and on Tuesday we
sailed away from the Acres of defeated France. We
left behind many British citizens who had the greatet